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Commission or modification of any au-
thorization which will cause harmful
interference.

[43 FR 32782, July 28, 1978, as amended at 44
FR 77167, Dec. 31, 1979; 47 FR 9221, Mar. 4,
1982; 50 FR 39003, Sept. 26, 1985; 52 FR 25867,
July 9, 1987; 52 FR 36879, Oct. 1, 1987; 52 FR
37789, Oct. 9, 1987; 56 FR 64872, Dec. 12, 1991;
61 FR 8477, Mar. 5, 1996; 62 FR 55532, Oct. 27,
1997; 63 FR 70048, Dec. 18, 1998]

§ 73.1120 Station location.
(a) Each AM, FM and TV broadcast

station will be licensed to the principal
community or other political subdivi-
sion which it primarily serves. This
principal community (city, town or
other political subdivision) will be con-
sidered to be the geographical station
location.

[44 FR 69934, Dec. 5, 1979, as amended at 52
FR 21685, June 9, 1987]

§ 73.1125 Station main studio location.
(a) Except for those stations de-

scribed in paragraph (b) of this section,
each AM, FM, and TV broadcast sta-
tion shall maintain a main studio at
one of the following locations:

(1) Within the station’s community
of license;

(2) At any location within the prin-
cipal community contour of any AM,
FM, or TV broadcast station licensed
to the station’s community of license;
or

(3) Within twenty-five miles from the
reference coordinates of the center of
its community of license as described
in § 73.208(a)(1).

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (A): The principal com-
munity contour of AM stations that simul-
cast on a frequency in the 535–1605 kHz band
and on a frequency in the 1605–1705 kHz band
shall be the 5 mV/m contour of the lower
band operation during the term of the simul-
taneous operating authority. Upon termi-
nation of the 535–1605 kHz band portion of
the dual frequency operation, the principal
community contour shall become the 5 mV/
m of the remaining operation in the 1605–1705
kHz band.

(b) The following stations are not re-
quired to maintain their main studio
at the locations described in paragraph
(a) of this section.

(1) AM stations licensed as syn-
chronous amplifier transmitters (‘‘AM
boosters’’) or,

(2) AM, FM, or TV stations, when
good cause exists for locating the main
studio at a location other than that de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section,
and when so doing would be consistent
with the operation of the station in the
public interest.

(c) Relocation of the main studio
may be made:

(1) From one point to another within
the locations described in paragraph (a)
this section or from a point outside the
locations specified in paragraph (a) to
one within those locations, without
specific FCC authority, but notifica-
tion to the FCC in Washington shall be
made promptly.

(2) Written authority to locate a
main studio outside the locations spec-
ified in paragraph (a) of this section for
the first time must be obtained from
the Audio Services Division, Mass
Media Bureau for AM and FM stations,
or the Television Branch, Video Serv-
ices Division, Mass Media Bureau for
television stations before the studio
may be moved to that location. Where
the main studio is already authorized
at a location outside those specified in
paragraph (a), and the licensee or per-
mittee desires to specify a new loca-
tion also located outside those loca-
tions, written authority must also be
received from the Commission prior to
the relocation of the main studio. Au-
thority for these changes may be re-
quested by filing a letter with an expla-
nation of the proposed changes with
the appropriate division. Licensees or
permittees should be aware that the
filing of such a letter request does not
imply approval of the relocation re-
quest, because each request is ad-
dressed on a case-by-case basis. A filing
fee is required for commercial AM, FM,
or TV licensees or permittees filing a
letter request under this section (see
§ 1.1104).

(d) Each AM, FM, and TV broadcast
station shall maintain a local tele-
phone number in its community of li-
cense or a toll-free number.

[63 FR 49497, Sept. 16, 1998]

§ 73.1150 Transferring a station.

(a) In transferring a broadcast sta-
tion, the licensee may retain no right
of reversion of the license, no right to
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reassignment of the license in the fu-
ture, and may not reserve the right to
use the facilities of the station for any
period whatsoever.

(b) No license, renewal of license, as-
signment of license or transfer of con-
trol of a corporate licensee will be
granted or authorized if there is a con-
tract, arrangement or understanding,
express or implied, pursuant to which,
as consideration or partial consider-
ation for the assignment or transfer,
such rights, as stated in paragraph (a)
of this section, are retained.

(c) Licensees and/or permittees au-
thorized to operate in the 535–1605 kHz
and in the 1605–1705 kHz band pursuant
to the Report and Order in MM Docket
No. 87–267 will not be permitted to as-
sign or transfer control of the license
or permit for a single frequency during
the period that joint operation is au-
thorized.

[44 FR 58720, Oct. 11, 1979, as amended at 56
FR 64872, Dec. 12, 1991]

§ 73.1201 Station identification.

(a) When regularly required. Broadcast
station identification announcements
shall be made: (1) At the beginning and
ending of each time of operation, and
(2) hourly, as close to the hour as fea-
sible, at a natural break in program of-
ferings. Television broadcast stations
may make these announcements vis-
ually or aurally.

(b) Content. (1) Official station identi-
fication shall consist of the station’s
call letters immediately followed by
the community or communities speci-
fied in its license as the station’s loca-
tion: Provided, That the name of the li-
censee or the station’s frequency or
channel number, or both, as stated on
the station’s license may be inserted
between the call letters and station lo-
cation. No other insertion is permis-
sible.

(2) A station may include in its offi-
cial station identification the name of
any additional community or commu-
nities, but the community to which the
station is licensed must be named first.

(c) Channel—(1) General. Except as
otherwise provided in this paragraph,
in making the identification announce-
ment the call letters shall be given
only on the channel identified thereby.

(2) Simultaneous AM (535–1605 kHz) and
AM (1605–1705 kHz broadcasts. If the
same licensee operates an AM broad-
cast station in the 535–1605 kHz band
and an AM broadcast station in the
1605–1705 kHz band with both stations
licensed to the same community and
simultaneously broadcasts the same
programs over the facilities of both
such stations, station identification
announcements may be made jointly
for both stations for periods of such si-
multaneous operations.

(3) Satellite operation. When program-
ming of a broadcast station is rebroad-
cast simultaneously over the facilities
of a satellite station, the originating
station may make identification an-
nouncements for the satellite station
for periods of such simultaneous oper-
ation.

(i) In the case of a television broad-
cast station, such announcements, in
addition to the information required by
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, shall
include the number of the channel on
which each station is operating.

(ii) In the case of aural broadcast sta-
tions, such announcements, in addition
to the information required by para-
graph (b)(1) of this section, shall in-
clude the frequency on which each sta-
tion is operating.

(d) Subscription television stations
(STV). The requirements for official
station identification applicable to TV
stations will apply to Subscription TV
stations except, during STV-encoded
programming such station identifica-
tion is not required. However, a station
identification announcement will be
made immediately prior to and fol-
lowing the encoded Subscription TV
program period.

[34 FR 19762, Dec. 17, 1969, as amended at 37
FR 23726, Nov. 8, 1972; 39 FR 6707, Feb. 22,
1974; 39 FR 9442, Mar. 11, 1974; 41 FR 29394,
July 16, 1976; 47 FR 3791, Jan. 27, 1982; 48 FR
51308, Nov. 8, 1983; 56 FR 64872, Dec. 12, 1991]

§ 73.1202 Retention of letters received
from the public.

(a) All written comments and sugges-
tions received from the public by li-
censees of commercial AM, FM, and TV
broadcast stations regarding operation
of their station shall be maintained in
the local public inspection file, unless
the letter writer has requested that the
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